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REGISTRATION INFORMATION

ALL WHO ATTEND MUST PAY THE REGISTRATION 
FEE or OBTAIN A SCHOLARSHIP

PRE-PAID REGISTRATION IS $150 (by March 6) and
includes calendar year 2009 membership in the Appalachian 
Studies Association, subscription to the Journal of Appalachian
Studies,  two issues of the Appalink newsletter, and participation 
in conference activities including Friday banquet, Saturday 
lunch, and Sunday brunch. Late/on-site registration of $155 at the 
conference includes all beneýts EXCEPT meals. You must pre-
register to qualify for conference meals. Please register using 
either the form at the back of this program or at http://www.
appalachianstudies.org/conference/.

STUDENT PRE-PAID REGISTRATION IS $100
 (by March 6). Full-time high school or college students receive 
all of the above beneýts at a reduced rate. An academic advisor 
or department head must verify ñstudent statusò by signing 
the student registration form. Late/on-site registration fee for 
students is $105 and includes all beneýts EXCEPT conference 
meals. Please register using either the form at the back of 
this program or at http://www.appalachianstudies.org/
conference/.

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
The Appalachian Studies Association offers scholarships to 
ensure that people with marginal incomes have a voice in the 
annual ASA conferences through their participation. Scholarships 
provide registration fees only; travel and lodging costs are the 
responsibility of the attendee. Before applying for an ASA 
scholarship, we ask applicants to ýrst seek ýnancial assistance 
from their own institutions or organizations (if applicable). 
If institutions or organizations cannot provide funds, then 
applicants should apply for a scholarship online. This doubles 
as your registration for the conference. Scholarship applicants 
do not need to register or prepay UNTIL notiýcations have 
been emailed. The scholarship application deadline is February 
16; recipients will be notiýed by February 26. For the online 
application: http://www.appalachianstudies.org/conference/
scholarships/.

SUPPORT SCHOLARSHIPS – 12TH ANNUAL HOWARD 
DORGAN SILENT AUCTION
To help those with ýnancial needs participate in future ASA 
conferences, please contribute to the annual Silent Auction at the 
conference: crafts, quilts, memorabilia, pottery, special foods, 
tickets to events, music, art, a week-end getaway, a ýne meal, 
your autographed book, etc. are welcomed donations. Bidders 
and Buyers at the Silent Auction are also needed! Proceeds go 
to the ASA Scholarship Committee. Contact Philis Alvic, Silent 
Auction Chair, at philis@philisalvic.info or bring auction items 
to the conference (Room 116, James A. Rhodes Athletic Center).

ACCOMMODATIONS

Conference organizers have selected several accommodations, 
all fairly close to Shawnee State University. Blocks of rooms are 
being held at several hotels and motels on a ýrst-come, ýrst-serve 
basis. Ask for the Appalachian Studies Association Conference 
rates.

Ramada Inn (about 2 blocks from SSU campus), 711 Second 
Street, Portsmouth; $72 plus tax includes breakfast; 740-354-
7711; www.ramadainnportsmouth.com.

Shawnee Lodge & Resort (Shawnee State Park, about 15 
miles from downtown Portsmouth, about 20 ï 30 minutes 
drive time), U.S. Rt. 52 to SR 125, Friendship, then follow 
signs to Lodge; $80 plus tax in the Lodge; $129 plus tax for 
cabins (very nice cabins for 6 ï 8 people); 740-858-6621; www.
shawneelodgeresort.com. Reserve early!

Holiday Inn Express (about 3 miles north of downtown 
Portsmouth off U.S. Route 23), 5100 Old Scioto Trail, $85 plus 
tax; breakfast; 740-353-3232; www.hiexpress.com/portsmouthoh.

Super 8 Motel (about 3 miles north of downtown Portsmouth), 
4266 U.S. Route 23; $55 plus tax (subject to change in 2009); 
breakfast; 740-353-8880.

AmeriStay (formerly a Days Inn, recently renovated; about 3 
miles north of downtown Portsmouth), 3762 U.S. Route 23; $55 
plus tax; breakfast; 740-354-2851.

Other accommodations are available in Wheelersburg (east of 
Portsmouth on U.S. Route 52) and in Piketon (about 20 miles 
north of Portsmouth on U.S. Route 23). 

Those interested in room sharing or carpooling can post 
information at the conference website.

DIRECTIONS TO SSU CAMPUS IN PORTSMOUTH

The SSU Campus address is 940 Second Street, Portsmouth, 
Ohio 45662. Traveling U.S. Route 23S through downtown 
Portsmouth; turn east on Third Street which is in front of the 
campus. The main parking lots are located at Third and Gay 
Streets; also at Sinton and Third Streets.

A map of Shawnee State University can be found on 
page 17.

Conference materials and registration can be picked 
up in Room 117, James A. Rhodes Athletic Center - 
Friday 9 AM - 5 PM; Sat. 8 AM - 5:45 PM; 
Sun. 8:30 AM - 11 AM.

An information table is located in the vicinity of the 
Registration area.



EXHIBITORS, VENDORS AND GROUPS are invited to exhibit 
at ASAôs Appalachian Gallery and Marketplace at the conference. 
Contact Mary Kay Thomas, Exec. Dir.  ASA,  for rates and information 
at mthomas@marshall.edu or telephone 304-696-2904. Exhibitor 
applications are available at www.appalachianstudies.org/conference/.

AWARDS
Deadlines for the following ASA awards are in the very near future. 
For more information on how to nominate see:
http://www.appalachianstudies.org/association/awards/.

* Cratis D. Williams/James S. Brown Service Award, Jan. 12
* Helen M. Lewis Community Service Award, Feb. 1
* e-Appalachia Award for Outstanding Website, Feb. 1
* Jack Spadaro Documentary Award, Feb. 1

PRECONFERENCE ACTIVITIES ï ON YOUR OWN
While traveling to and from the ASA 2009 Conference, consider 
taking in some of the special sites and features of the area as an on-
your-own preconference activity.  We mention here just a few special 
sites and features to whet your appetite on Ohio Appalachia. Learn 
more about the region and plan stops corresponding to your travel 
itinerary by checking this website: www.appalachianohio.com.  Note 
that U.S. Route 52 (and St. Rt. 7) comprise the Ohio River Scenic 
Byway. Traveling U.S. 52 from the west, Ripley in Brown County 
is the location of the Rankin House, a National Historic Landmark, 
which was an important stop on the Underground Railroad in 
southern Ohio. You can drive by and see or even scale the restored 
steep stairway from the Ohio River to John Rankinôs home, He was a 
minister and educator who devoted much of his life to the antislavery 
movement.  If you are interested in touring the Rankin House, please 
contact Deanna Tribe at tribe.1@osu.edu so that arrangements can 
be made for a tour. If traveling U.S. Route 52 from the east, there are 
signiýcant iron furnace structures remaining in Lawrence County, 
part of the Hanging Rock Iron Region.

Local and regional tourism and dining information will be 
available at the conference registration area and also at the 
hotels/motels listed in Accommodations.

Be sure to visit the Portsmouth-Scioto County Welcome Center at 
341 Front Street in Portsmouth (Fri., 9 AM ï 5 PM; Sat. 10 AM ï 5 
PM; Sun. 1 ï 5 PM). It also has a very nice gift shop and interesting 
historical displays relating to the area.   Donôt miss viewing the 2,200 
feet of murals depicting people and events that connect this area 
with the world. (Guided tours of the murals will be offered during 
some concurrent sessions).  The Boneyýddle antique district is close 
by. There are interesting shops and eateries in the downtown area. 
The Southern Ohio Museum is a must-see for historic artifacts and 
memorabilia as well as artistsô works. The local Quilt Guild will 
be featuring a major quilt exhibit at the Portsmouth Public Library. 
A Self-driving Heritage Trail of Scioto County is available if you 
have more time. Included on the trail are the boyhood home of Roy 
Rogers and the gravesite of Branch Rickey. Check out the Shawnee 
State Parkðto drive around in the state forest and ñShawnee 
Mountainsòðand/or to take part in the Parkôs activities.
For quilt trail aýcionados, you can follow the ñClothesline of Quilts,ò 
the original quilt barn trail in Adams County. Serpent Mound is also 
in Adams County; it is an embankment of earth resembling a snake 
nearly a quarter-mile long and is the largest and ýnest serpent efýgy 

in North America.  There is a signiýcant Amish population (with 
shops) in Adams County, particularly the Wheatridge area.

ñON THE MOVEò GUIDED TOURS AND ART WALK
Local hosts will offer guided tours as concurrent session options 
for registered conference participants on Friday, 1:45 ï 3 PM and 
on Saturday, 2 ï 3:15 PM. If space is available, family or guests of 
conference participants may also participate in the guided tours. 
These tours with descriptions can be found in the Concurrent 
Sessions listings. 

The Portsmouth Area Arts Council will host an Art Walk, Saturday, 
March 28, from 11 AM - 5 PM in partnership with Main Street 
Portsmouth. Individual locat artists and musicians will be hosted 
by retail merchants and eateries in the historic Boneyýddle 
District (Second Street) and along Chillicothe Street in downtown 
Portsmouth. Meet at the east entrance of the VRCFA to meet your 
Art Walk host. Wear your walking shoes! Family and guests of 
conference attendees are welcome to participate.

WHERE ASA ACTIVITIES WILL OCCUR ON CAMPUS
James A. Rhodes Athletic Center (and Gym) ï Registration; 
Exhibits; Silent Auction; Meals; Refreshment Breaks

Vern Riffe Center for Fine Arts (VRCFA) ï Receptions; Book 
Signing; Friday night and Saturday night music events; Saturday 
General Session Panel; Quilt/Art/Photo Displays in the Appleton 
Gallery; some Concurrent Sessions and meetings.

Massie Hall and Kricker Hall ï Most Concurrent Sessions; Poster 
Sessions; Lounges for jamming, visiting, etc.

Administration Building/Presidentôs Conference Room ï Most 
ASA Committee Meetings

Note: James A. Rhodes is Ohioôs longest-serving governor, having 
been elected twice to two four-year terms, 1963-1971 and 1975-
1983. He grew up dirt poor in the very small village of Coalton 
in Jackson County, the county adjacent to Scioto to the northeast. 
Ohioôs St. Rt. 32 which serves as a transportation corridor across 
southern Ohio from Cincinnati to Parkersburg, WV is named the 
James A. Rhodes Appalachian Highway.

Vern Riffe, from New Boston in Scioto County, is Ohioôs longest 
serving Speaker of the Ohio House of Representatives, 1974-1994. 
You may notice signage when coming into Scioto County that you 
are ñentering Riffe Country.ò The Vern Riffe Center for Government 
and the Arts is a major, much utilized, high-rise ofýce building 
in downtown Columbus, Ohio, across High Street from the state 
capital.

ART EXHIBITS
Visit the Appleton Gallery in the VRCFA, 2nd þoor, to view the 
Down by the River Quilt Guildôs mini-exhibit of quilts (main exhibit 
in the Portsmouth Public Library), the Athens Photographic Project 
(regarding mental health recovery) and other artwork. Walk around 
the 2nd and 3rd þoors of the Vern Riffe Center for Fine Arts and 
notice the stationary artwork on the walls, the artwork incorporated 
as structure, and the locally handcrafted wood furniture pieces.



BOOK PUBLISHERS AND EXHIBITS
Please make several visits to the exhibit area where publishers 
will display recent Appalachian books and other writings. A 
number of Appalachian programs and organizations will have 
displays and information available about their activities and 
services.

E-MAIL AND TECHNOLOGY INFORMATION 
A computer lab with Internet access will be open for use by 
conference attendees.  From this lab you should be able to access 
your personal email or other necessary resources.   Mobile 
wireless devices belonging to conference attendees will be 
permitted access to the Internet through the SSU wireless 
network.

For Presenters, SSU will provide a computer running Windows 
XP with Ofýce 2007 and Box-light projector for your use.   
We recommend that you use the provided machine and bring 
your presentation on mobile media, preferably a USB drive.
Additional presenting information will be communicated via 
email directly to presenters by the Program Committee Chair.

ASA COMMITTEE MEETINGS
ASA Current Steering Committee w/Dinner, Thursday 6 PM, 
Presidentôs Conference Room

2010 Program Committee w/Breakfast, Saturday 7:30 AM, 
VRCFA Room 203

Editorial Board w/Breakfast, Saturday 7:30 AM, VRCFA 
Conference Room 208

Membership Committee, Saturday 8:30 AM, Massie Hall 020

Awards Committee, Saturday 4 PM, VRCFA Conference Room 
208

Finance Committee, Saturday 5:30 PM, Presidentôs Conference 
Room

Website and Communications Committees Joint Meeting,
Saturday 6:30 PM, VRCFA Conference Room 208

ASA New Steering Committee w/Breakfast, Sunday 7 AM, 
Presidentôs Conference Room

CONFERENCE OVERVIEW AT A GLANCE

Friday, March 27, 2009
9 AM Registration opens in Room 117 of the James A. 

Rhodes Athletic Center
11 AM Meeting of Directors of Appalachian Teaching 

Program, Presidentôs Conference Room
Noon Exhibit and Book Room Opens, 
 Rhodes Center Mezzanine
 Silent Auction Begins, Rhodes Center Room 116
 Concurrent Session I (90 minutes), 
 Massie and Kricker Halls

1:45  PM Concurrent Session II (75 minutes), Massie and 
Kricker Halls and guided tour options

3 PM Break, Rhodes Center Gym, sponsored by the 
University Press of Kentucky

3:30 PM    Concurrent Session III (75 minutes), 
 Massie and Kricker Halls and guided tour options
5 PM Registration, Exhibit and Book Room Area 
 and Silent Auction Close
5:15 PM ñWelcome to Ohio Appalachia Reception ñ  

sponsored by Ohioôs Appalachian Task Force, the 
Ohio Appalachian Center for Higher Education, 
the United Seniors of Athens County. Governor 
Strickland invited. VRCFA Lobby.

6 PM Banquet; Keynote Speaker, Becky Anderson, 
 Rhodes Center Gym
8 PM Music by Don Rigsby and Midnight Call, 
 VRCFA Theater
10 PM Jamming in Lounge areas in Massie and Kricker 

Halls

Saturday, March 28, 2009
8 AM Registration, Exhibits, and Silent Auction Open
8:30 AM  Appalachian Studies Centers Directors Meeting, 

Presidentôs Conference Room
 Concurrent IV (60 minutes), Massie and Kricker 

Halls
9:30 AM  Break, Rhodes Center Gym
10 AM  General Session ï Art and Music Panels, 
 VRCFA Theater
12:15 PM   Lunch, ASA Business Meeting, and Awards, 
 Rhodes Center Gym
2 PM Concurrent Session V (75 minutes), Massie and 

Kricker Halls and guided tour options
 Long Range Plan Update and Progress Session
3:15 PM  Book Signing and Reception with Music, 
 VRCFA Lobby
4 PM Concurrent Session VI (90 minutes), Massie 
 and Kricker Halls
5:45 PM Registration, Exhibits, and Silent Auction Close

DINNER ON YOUR OWN

8 PM ñScioto Valley Saturday Nightò Music 
Entertainment, VRCFA Theater

10 PM Square Dancing

Sunday, March 29, 2009
8:30 AM  Registration, Exhibits, and Book Room Open
 Concurrent Session VII (60 minutes), Massie and   

Kricker Halls
9:30 AM  Break, Rhodes Center Gym
9:45 AM  Concurrent Session VIII (75 minutes), 
 Massie and Kricker Halls
11 AM Registration and Exhibits and Book Room Close
11:05 AM  Farewell Brunch, Music, and Door Prizes; 
 Invitation to 2010 Conference and Closing
 Rhodes Center Gym
12:20 PM  Safe journey home!




