
Bios of Plenary Session Presenters
Shirley Stewart Burns, a native of Wyoming County, West Virginia, is the author of Bringing Down the Mountains: 
the Impact of Mountaintop Removal on Southern West Virginia Communities. She holds a Ph.D. in History, 
Appalachian focus, from West Virginia University.
 
Julia “Judy” Bonds is co-director for Coal River Mountain Watch. A resident of Whitesville, WV, she has worked for a 
decade educating people about the human and environmental effects of Mountaintop Removal. In 2003, she won the 
internationally renowned Goldman Environmental Prize.   

Lora Smith, a native of Whitley County, Kentucky,  works on coal and energy issues as a Communications Associate for 
Kentuckians For The Commonwealth in Whitesburg, KY.  She holds a B.A. from New York University and is currently 
a Master’s candidate in Folklore at UNC-Chapel Hill.   

Martin Richards is the High Road Economic Development Organizer at KFTC. Martin has an Architecture degree from 
the University of Kentucky with an emphasis on green and sustainable building practices.  Martin is a past 
president of the Community Farm Alliance and has been active for 13 plus years in sustainable agriculture, grassroots 
organizing and local/community economic development. 
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Hartman, Michael Kaller, John Howell , and John A. Sweka, “How Much Do Valley Fills Influence Headwater Streams?” 
Hydrobiologia 532 (2005): 91–102.

Hattam, Jennifer. “Dethroning King Coal.” Sierra, November/December 2003. 

Kiger, Patrick J. “Unnatural Wonders.” Mother Jones, July/August 2006.

Lake, Snell, Perry and Associates. “New Poll Findings On Mountaintop Removal in West Virginia.  Opposition to mountaintop 
removal is broad and deep.” Conducted for Appalachian Center for the Economy and the Environment, available from 
http://www.appalachian-center.org/poll_results/index.html.

Loeb, Penny. “Shear Madness.” U.S. News and World Report, August 11, 1997. 

Loeb, Penny. “Coal activists stir up dust in West Virginia.” U.S. News and World Report, October 13, 1997. 
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ports/global/global.pdf
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Microenterprise in West Virginia:  NOT Business as Usual.  Produced by Digital Vision Works, 2000. http://www.center-
foreconomicoptions.org/video.php
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All Shaken Up, prod. and dir. Bob Gate, Penny Loeb.  32 min., Omni Productions, 1998, videocassette.

Black Diamonds, prod. and dir. Catherine Pancake, 90 min, Bullfrog Films, 2005.

Buffalo Creek Revisited, dir. Mimi Pickering, 31 min., Appalshop, 1984.

Burning the Future: Coal in America, dir. David Novack, 89 min., American Coal Productions, Inc., 2008.

Coal Power, prod. and dir. Mari-Lynn Evans, Phyllis Gellar, to be released nationwide in Fall 2008, http://www.sierraclub.org/scp/
coalpower/index.asp

Crimes Against Nature: the Movie, prod. and dir. Claire Bingham, Angus Yates, to be released nationwide in Fall 2008, http://
crimesagainstnaturemovie.com/
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